


 The City of Memphis has no municipal waste 
treatment system and municipal and industrial 
waste collected by the Nonconnah and Wolf 
Interceptors are discharged, untreated, directly 
into the Mississippi River.

 2 Large secondary treatment plants are planned.
 South Plant (85 MGD Design Capacity) is under 

construction and scheduled to be completed by July 1974

 North Plant (135 MGD) to begin construction in January 
1973 and to be completed by December 1976. (Currently 
treats about 80 MGD)

 A large scale “regional interceptor system” is under 
construction to serve those plants.



 In 1970 about 90 MGD of mixed municipal and 
industrial waste is discharged from six large 
Memphis interceptor outfalls into the 
Mississippi with 43 MGD of industrial waste 
discharged to tributary streams in the 
Memphis Metro area.

 Recommends legal action be taken for 
violations of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 
1899 that prohibits discharge of refuse into 
navigable waters without a permit. 



 South Plant will serve  the Nonconnah Creek, 
Packing House, President’s Island Interceptors 
and the Horn Lake Creek area served by an 
interim treatment facility.

 North Plant will serve the Wolf River , Front 
Street and Looshatchie River interceptors.



 By 1970 Federal Statues required that Regional 
Basin Plans be established before a municipality 
could receive construction grants for waste water 
treatment facilities and regional sewer lines 
(interceptors)

 In 1972  these were clarified and two plans 
developed.
 Section 208 involved areawide plans within a planning 

basin while Section 201 narrows the scope to deal with 
the planning of the actual facilities identified by the 208 
plan.

 208 Plans had a 20 year planning horizon.



 Pre-1972 Grants under Section 8 provided local 
government of up to 55% of the cost of 
construction of sewage and waste treatment 
facilities. 

 1972 amendments allowed up to 75%

 Section 204(b) required grants could not be 
approved, unless applicants had adopted a 
system by which each user paid its 
proportionate share of O&M costs and 
industrial users had to also pay their 
proportionate share of capital costs.





 The City agreed to “build the Grays Creek Outfall 
sewer” in approximately 5 years  and improve the 
Wolf River interceptor to handle this increased 
load to provide sewer service to the portion of 
Grays Creek that lies within the Memphis Reserve 
Annexation Area.

 Required Developers to execute a petition for 
annexation into the City in return for service and 
pay 50% of cost from extension fees.

 County agrees, among other things, to fund 
Commercial Demolition Program ($500,000 
annually for 4 years) and invest up to $2 Million to 
establish a Community Development Financial 
Institution or Program





The Urban Service Boundary is defined by the 
Memphis 2000 Policy Plan and Map adopted by the 
Memphis City Council in September 1981 or its most 
recent adopted amendment. 

The Memphis and Shelby County Office of Planning 
and Development (O.P.D.) and the approving 
authority shall review the Urban Service Boundary at 
intervals not to exceed five (5) years, and 
recommendations for amendments, if any, shall be 
forwarded to the Memphis City Council for 
consideration.





 The City of Memphis owns, operates, and 
maintains approximately 

 2,600 miles of sanitary sewers, 

 100 lift stations, and 

 80,000 manholes. 

 Treats over 60 billion gallons of water per year

 Disposes of over 215 MM pounds of bio-solids 
annually

 http://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View
/29940





 Sanitary Sewer Overflow Response Plan
 FOG (Fats, Oils and Grease) Management Plan 
 Numerous lift stations to be equipped with 

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition Systems
 North Treatment Plant Foam Study and Outfall 

Improvements Work Plan
 Gravity Sewer System O&M Program
 Inter-Jurisdictional Agreement Program 

 For agreements that cover the collection, 
conveyance and treatment of sewage by 
Memphis from municipal satellite sewer 
systems.



 Continuing Sewer Assessment Program so that  
on average 10% of the sewer system is assessed 
each year

 Infrastructure Rehabilitation Program


